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2 September 2016 
 
SPRING YEAR 2016 
 
A “NEW CLUNES” OUT OF THE OLD CLUNES 
 
Mount Rommel has acted to cut away some serious constraints hidden in the Victorian mines law.  Its 
Members have been so advised.  A Government response is awaited. 
 
Realistic explorers for new gold at Clunes understand the search is for substantial tonnes.  The 
successes with drilling to date show the way.  The information disclosed here reveals that background 
work at South Clunes, is already completed.  Drill targets are described, with reasons.  The complexity 
with disconnected blocks of vacant Crown land is made apparent. 
 
The current objective is to make the tenure clean, so industry can go about its business expeditiously. 
 
THE OLD CLUNES 
 
Here is a plan showing the activity in March 1867.  Today, we are seeking clear rights to the yellow 
coloured area on this 1867 lithograph.  This release to NSX explains why. 
 
The records of the Ballarat & Clunes Alluvial Company have been collated.  As at 22 June 1868 this gold 
producer had paid off all development expenses and was free of debt.  The alluvial workings closed at 
year-end 1869, having produced a recorded total of 7,079 oz gold.  We are interested in what lies 
beneath this particular gold-bearing wash.  The drawings which follow, illustrate the location in several 
ways, including with comprehensive ground gravity geophysics. 
 
The lithograph visually demonstrates the areas of Clunes under investigation in 1867.  The push to find 
more gold at the north end of the field has generally been unsuccessful. 
 
The Ballarat & Clunes Alluvial Company was registered as such on 8 June 1866, with 52 shareholders 
(only one of whom was a woman).   
 
The lithograph (1867) shows the yellow area covers any southern extension to the reefs in the South 
Clunes G.M. Co claim.  By May 1868 the total returns from South Clunes was 3,369oz – much less than 
from the wash further west.  The fruitful discovery of gold-bearing reefs in the South Clunes property, at 
its south end resulted in the buy-out of the Ballarat & Clunes Company at auction (11 March 1870) from 
whichs the Lothair Company was formed. 
 
Notwithstanding purchase of the whole claim and rights of the Ballarat & Clunes Alluvial Company, the 
Lothair Company never worked to evaluate the west part of the purchased claim.  It remains today pretty 
much as left in 1870. 
 
Opinion – in this release (September 2016) the proposition is that modern evidence directs attention to 
the west side of the yellow area on the lithograph below. 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
YEAR 1885 
 
On amalgamating all claims and leases in the south part of Clunes Township in 1885, the South Clunes 
United Company commenced to open a prospecting drive from midway between the number 2 and 
number 3 shaft, at the 246 feet level. 
 
Report in press 31 August 1885 state that this west prospecting drive struck a quartz reef at 655 feet west 
of the old South Clunes claim west boundary. 
 
Press 28 September 1885 – a crushing from this reef contains a large percentage of copper.  This 
information is entirely in accord with other reports of gold, copper and manganese in this vicinity.  Limited 
development took place in 1885.



THE PRESENT SITUATION 
 
This photo shows how the rail construction of 1874 cut through the treatment area of the old Ballarat & 
Clunes Alluvial Company, south of its No.3 shaft. 
 

 
 
The B & C A No.3 shaft details are well known from the week to week published management reports 
(not easy to retrieve, believe me).  From those reports we know that the No.3 shaft is situated on a low 
topographic high on the bedrock, under alluvial clays and, of course, the upper basalt flows. 
 
 
 



To the west of the Clunes Learmonth road we interpret an intrusive at depth. 
 

 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The relinquishment procedures have been initiated.  How this circumstance unfolds will depend on 
whether registration of relinquishment is to occur, which should be known by 15 September 2016. 
 
 

 
F.L.Hunt, 
On behalf of Directors, Mount Rommel Mining Ltd. 
 
 
 
 
 
The following 3 drawings illustrate and summarise the available exploration data. 
 
The west prospecting drive is marked on Plans 1 & 3 
 
Plan 1 - marked “South Clunes” 
 The Crown land block boundaries are evident and clearly illustrate why those blocks need to be 
 incorporated within any modern exploration title prior to investment in drilling. 
 
Plan 2 - the Fugro Sydney fax page of 30 August 2004. 
 This page is included to demonstrate the extent of geophysical (ground gravity) data on Clunes 
 available for some years. 
 
Plan 3 - this diagram brings together the substance of archive mine data and the geophysical work. 
 The ground gravity contours (circa year 2000) show disturbance entirely in accord with the 
 faulting known true in workings of the Lothair mine. 
 The “hot prospect” is well enough illustrated here 
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PLAN 1



Victoria Street

Alliance Street
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PLAN 3
PART CLUNES GRAVITY SURVEYS
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CLUNES GOLDFIELD

Up to December 1888, one fiftieth of the entire gold yield of Victoria had come from an 
area of 1¼ square miles at Clunes.
That is - 35 tons 12 cwt of gold, about half of which came from within the bounds of the 
old Port Phillip mine.

It was the custom to follow the proven veins, south under the lava cover..... but there 
remains no evidence of direct continuity north to south, across Creswick’s Creek.

The purpose of this drawing is to introduce an alternative to the custom, based on 
evidence in the work records, and on the characteristic patterns apparent in ground 
gravity contours.

The drawing shows only those ground gravity, contours (black lines) along the 
perceived trend of controlling “structures” (blue lines).  Gravity contour interval is 0.1 
milligal, except to west of West Street - intervals 0.05 milligal (April 2000)
The number of gravity measurements at Clunes is in excess of 2000, within which are 
areas of micro-gravity surveys with stations for reading gravity at intervals of 20 metres.
That is - the gravity data base is of good quality.

The old South Clunes Company amalgamated with the old Lothair Company on 10 April 
1885.  An immediate activity was the push to construct the west prospecting drive (here 
blue) to investigate quartz reefs found in workings of the former lease holder the 
Ballarat & Clunes Alluvial Company.  These quartz reefs were found in the oxidised 
zone and carry gold and copper.  At that time, the reefs were deemed unproductive.
Records reveal over 7000 oz gold came from nearby alluvials.  Those same records 
also describe large quartz boulders (to ½ ton) observed (repeatedly) to contain visible 
gold.

Four sites (at collar positions A, B,C & D as shown)  should be drilled to investigate the 
potential for a “New Clunes”
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SCALE OF DRAWING

This drawing is at scale 1:4000
The west to east spread is about 1000 metres
The north to south extent exceeds 2000 metres
The grid framework is AMG as all the position 
data on record is retained as AMG plots.
Mining archives retrieved and collated by 
F.L. Hunt, 2016

The gravity readings
from in excess of 250 stations
develop the contours south of 
the west prospecting drive 
(1885/1886).
Direct observation shows the 
similarity with the contour 
pattern, vicinity Lothair #4 & 
May Day lodes

West prospecting drive
(246 feet) 

B & C A #3

NOT  YET  EXPLORED
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SOUTH - WEST PROSPECT AT CLUNES

Unclassified Crown land

Bedrock topographic lows known to carry gold

Ground gravity data west of 746000E
on this drawing was collected by 

Fugro Geoterrex. Terrain corrections applied.
Contour interval 0.05 milligals (brown).

Gravity station shown 
From Figure 3, H. Rutter, April 2000
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The gravity readings
from in excess of 250 stations
develop the contours south of 
the west prospecting drive 
(1885/1886).
Direct observation shows the 
similarity betwen the contour 
pattern, vicinity Lothair #4 & 
May Day lodes and that further
west.
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