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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENT – NSX 
 

 
The Company is proceeding towards gaining the various documents required by Victorian legislation 
before mining could occur. 
 
A formal Work Plan was lodged with the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) on 30 January 
2009, seeking approvals for new work at the Glenfine Project (MIN 5492). 
 
A formal JORC-compliant statement has not yet been issued (a precaution pending DPI data review).  
However, the Work Plan included a number of illustrations which would be adequate for JORC-
compliance gold resource assessment purposes.  For the benefit of shareholders and investors, the 
confirmed analytical data is provided here-under, in the Figures nos. 1 to 6 inclusive, contained in that 
Work Plan application. 
 
The Company considers that there are some 40,000 tonnes of tailings awaiting treatment at Glenfine.  
This quantity prompts two questions: 
 

1. What amount of tailings was produced originally by the operations beginning in year 1899?  
 
and 
 

2. What tailings appear to have been cyanided or taken away circa year 1930? 
 
The answer to Question 1 appears to be at least 67,198 tons over about 30 months, for a verifiable 
historic yield of 34,690 oz gold from quartz. The GSV, in Report No.94 (1992) states (Table 10 of 
Report) that 82,722 tonnes quartz was crushed – a total not yet confirmed by the Company. 
 
The answer to Question 2 is conjectural.  There were two separate batteries processing quartz.   There 
is good probability that the 10-head battery operating from the No.1 shaft produced about 7,000 tons 
tailings, between May 1899 and October 1900, with all of those tailings being treated circa 1930.  
This statement is in accord with the physical volumes observed on site. 
 
A question 3 follows: 
 

3. Do tailings from quartz treatment exist outside the boundaries of MIN 5492? 
 



Answer – yes, thought to be minor quantities only.  Thus, there is good corroboration as to the 
probable volume of 40,000 tonnes awaiting treatment. 
 
The associated questions are: 
 

4. What recoverable gold? 
 
and 
 

5. Is there reason given in the historic record to explain why so much gold passed through the 
original battery plants, to deposit in the tailings? 
 

 
The answer to Question 4 is set out Figures 1 to 6 – a consistent but varying gold content according to 
assay.  Detailed investigation showed about 75% of the sampled material carries gold at size less than 
53 micron, and the tailings are very amendable to modern-day treatment. 
 
The answer to Question 5 is – yes: the second battery did not give satisfaction, and the production 
data shows a marked fall in grade during year 1902, and through year 1903.  The gold today in the 
tailings is indicative of a changing mineralogy within the ore as mined, which led to the then losses 
now evident by assay, Figure 1 to 6. 
 
The fall off in grade curtailed development.  A further constraint arose when a weakness of brickwork 
foundations failed (27 June 1904).  The foundations which failed were those of the pump gear, and 
thereafter the deeper parts of the (quartz) body were no longer accessible.  The mine continued for 4 
more years as a deep lead mine, and thus battery tailings are today surrounded by tailings deposited 
subsequently from the deep lead mining operations, which today carry little gold. 
 
Although the recovered grade (historically) fell away, this mine paid very good dividends, and was 
regarded as the most successful of the numerous mines of the Pitfield Plains area between 1899 and 
1904. 
 
 
 
F.L. Hunt 
Chairman 
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